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Report in details 

 

 

The 28
th
 national seminar of IASLIC on the theme “LIS Education in 

India: Current Scenario and Future Strategies” started on 27
th
 November at 

10 AM with the presence of luminaries from the domain of LIS and from 

other subject fields. The inaugural session began with a very unique event 

where a group of Divyang students from the famous Sangeet Bhavan sang 

the opening song. On behalf of IASLIC we greatly appreciate this 

initiative by the organizing committee of the 28
th
 IASLIC national seminar 

led by the organizing secretary and his entire team.  After lighting the lamp 

by dignitaries and by fulfilling other rituals, Prof. Nirmalya Banerjee, In-

Charge, Central Library, Visva-Bharati University delivered his welcome 

address, where apart from welcoming all the delegates who came from 

different parts of the country, he elaborated the roles of Visva-Bharati 

University in education and also explained the objectives and activities of 

library services and Visva-Bharati Library Network (also known as 

VBLN). The release of the souvenir and the Abstract volume of the 28
th

 

national seminar of IASLIC took place next. The event of release of the 

above two sets of documents by the organizing committee was greeted by 

the delegates with big applauds. Dr. Kalpana Dasgupta, in her inaugural 

address raised some befitting issues like needs of internship in LIS 

education, seamless integration of academic libraries and public libraries 

for greater goods and needs of the joined-up information systems in the 

country. Prof. B.K. Sen released a book written by Dr. Partha Pratim Roy, 
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Dy. Librarian, VBU. Prof. Sen in his speech as Guest-of-Honour pointed 

out the needs of redefining library services in view of the ongoing changes 

because of the ICT revolution. He also demanded reviewing the advances 

in bibliometrics and multilingual information retrieval in a country like 

India. Prof. Sudhendu Mandal, ex-Director, National Library, Kolkata 

delivered his address as chief guest, where he narrated history and genesis 

of library development in the country and mentioned the philosophy 

proposed and contributions made by Rabindranath Tagore in developing 

libraries in India. The conference director Prof. Amitabha Chatterjee talked 

on the history and development of LIS education in India. Sri Sajal Kanti 

Goswami, General Secretary, IASLIC explained the objectives and 

activities of IASLIC in a nutshell. Dr. J N Satpathy in his presidential 

address talked on the future goals of IASLIC. The inaugural session ended 

with a vote of thanks by Dr. Partha Pratim Roy, Jt. Organizing Secretary of 

the 28
th
 national seminar of IASLIC.  

 

The keynote address session started back-to-back after the inaugural 

session where Prof. Shabahat Hussain as key note speaker nicely narrated 

the development of LIS education in India right from the inception. He 

touched upon all facets of teaching-learning-evaluation in LIS education 

with special emphasis on predicting the future trends of LIS education in 

the light of CBCS formatted LIS curricula.  

 

The IASLIC GB meeting took place immediately after the keynote address 

and then the poster session started after the lunch break at 2.30 PM. There 

were 19 papers selected for the poster session but only 3 papers in the 

poster session presented by the contributors. These three papers 

concentrated on – trends in LIS education; use of open access resources in 

LIS education; and application of web 2.0 tools in LIS education.  

 

The first and second technical sessions (Technical session 1 and Technical 

session 2) of the day started with the SIG meet on “Social Sc. Information” 

and SIG meet on “Computer Application” as parallel session during 3 PM 

to 4.30 PM. The first technical session i.e SIG 1 on Soc. Sc included a total 
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of 9 papers and all contributors were present there for presentation. These 

papers dealt with a variety of the subjects like views of Rabindranath 

tagore on Arts, Rabindra philosophy and thoughts in relation to library 

services, Views of Tagore on rural reconstruction and role of libraries, 

value-based library services for transformation of the society, views of 

Tagore on role of libraries in community education, educational 

philosophy of Tagore and Tagorian views of open education. The support 

team to organize the technical session 1 was as follows: 

 

 

Technical session I SIG 1 : Social Science Information 

Theme Tagore‟s vision on Libraries and its relevance in new era 

Chaired by: Dr. Subodh Gopla Nandi, Retd. Librarian, VBU 

Co-Chair Prof. Tridib Tripathi, Retd. Prof, DLIS, The University 

of Burdwan 

Session Rapporteur: Sri Sushanta Raha, Librarian Suri Vidyasagar College 

 

The summary of the contributed papers of this session may be tabulated as 

below: 

 

No. of contributed papers  09 

No. of papers presented 09 

Attendance of contributors 100% 

Single authored paper 05 

Two-authored papers 04 

Multi authored papers Nil 

 

The second technical session took place in parallel at the Hall 1. It 

included a total of three papers and two papers were presented by the 

contributors. The first paper dealt with linked open data principles and 

their possible applications in MARC record structure and the second paper 

co-authored by Prof. P. K. Panigrahi raised the issues related to the 

development of patents repository in India. The team that led the 



Page 5 of 13 

 

proceeding of the SIG 2 on computer application included the following 

members: 

Technical session II SIG 1 : Computer applications in LIS 

Theme Data management in libraries 

Chaired by: Dr. S. Senapati, Principal Technical Officer, CSIR, 

CBRI, Roorkee 

Co-Chair Dr. P. J. Nirmala, Karunya University, Dy. Librarian, 

Karunya University, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 

Session Rapporteur: Smt. Barnali Roy Choudhuri, Asstt. Prof., DLIS, NSOU 

 

The summary of the contributed papers of SIG 2 may be tabulated as 

below: 

 

No. of papers listed : 03 

No. of papers presented 02 

Attendance of contributors 66% 

Single authored paper Nil 

Two-authored papers 02 

Multi authored papers Nil 

 

The SIG meets ended with vote of thanks to the chairs and followed by a 

unique session (possibly for the first time in the history of IASLIC 

seminars and conferences) to felicitate superannuated LIS professionals in 

West Bengal. The organizing committee invited a total of 32 professionals 

but a total of 18 superannuated LIS professionals were present to attend 

the session. This session was chaired by Prof. Sabujkali Sen, Professor, 

Department of Philosophy and Religion, Visva-Bharati University.  

 

This felicitation programme was followed by the tea break and cultural 

events focusing folk songs, baoul songs and instrumental numbers. 

 

The second day business sessions started with the technical session III and 

technical session IV, which were organized in parallel. The technical 

session III dealt with the theme “Background: History and development of 
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LIS education”. It included a total of 9 papers and only one contributor 

was absent. This session started with the paper by Prof. Amitabha 

Chatterjee, where he identified a series of factors that are responsible for 

gradual deterioration of LIS education in India. Prof. Lahkar in his paper 

mentioned the issues related to the employability of LIS students in the 

present-day job market. The next paper, presented by Prof. Sanjoy Singh, 

indicated the short falls of the present CBCS format and its subsequent 

negative effects on LIS curricula. The other five papers mentioned present 

status of LIS education in India, history of LIS education in eastern India, 

LIS education in Assam, LIS curricula of central universities and growth 

of LIS schools in India during 1912 to 2011. The team responsible to 

conduct the proceedings of the technical session III was as follows: 

 

Technical session III 

Theme Background: History and development of LIS education 

Chaired by: Prof. Juran Krishna Sarkhel, Retd. Prof, DLIS, Kalyani 

University 

Co-Chair Dr. Ziaur Rahman, Asstt. Prof, Rabindra Bharati 

University 

Session Rapporteur: Ms. Moumita Ash, Librarian, Vidyasagar College for Women 

 

The detail summary of the contributed papers presented in the technical 

session III is tabulated as below: 

 

No. of papers listed : 09 

No. of papers presented 08 

Attendance of contributors 88% 

Single authored paper 04 

Two-authored papers 04 

Multi authored papers Nil 

 

The technical session IV dealt with a total of 9 papers and all nine papers 

were presented by the contributors. The papers of this session were 

distributed under four sub-themes and the sub-theme “Curriculum design, 
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development and evaluation” attracted most the papers in this session. The 

team responsible to conduct the proceedings of the technical session IV 

was as follows: 

 

Technical session IV 

Theme Included 4 sub-themes 

Chaired by: Dr. V. K. Thomas, Retd. Librarian, VBU 

Co-Chair Prof. Amit Kumar Bandyopadhyay, Former Professor, 

DLIS, The University of Burdwan 

Session Rapporteur: Sri Mrinal Kanti Das, Librarian, Burdwan Raj College 

The detail summary of the contributed papers presented in the technical 

session III is tabulated as below: 

 

No. of papers listed : 09 

No. of papers presented 09 

Attendance  100% 

Single authored paper 2 

Two-authored papers 6 

Multi authored papers 1 

 

The much-awaited panel discussion took place next at Lipika auditorium at 

12.30 pm with the noted contributor and mentor of LIS education Prof. 

Subal Chandra Biswas as chairperson. The panel members included 

eminent LIS teachers representing a cross section of the LIS schools in 

India. The panelist were Prof. Shabahat Hussain, former Prof, DLIS, 

AMU; Prof. Arjun Dasgupta former Prof, DLIS, CU, Prof. N. Lahkar, 

Prof. DLIS, GU, Prof. Sanjay Singh from the same university and Prof. 

Juran K Sarkhel, former Prof, DLIS, KU. The session also included co-

chair Dr. Sibsankar Jana, DLIS, KU and Dr. Bairam Khan, Librarian, 

Bolpur College as session rapporteur. The panel discussion started with the 

introductory note of the chairperson, where he explained the procedural 

pattern to be followed for the discussion. Prof Shabahat Husain presented 

his views first, where he emphasized the needs of uniform curricula, ICT 

infrastructure, student-teacher ratio, fulfillment of existing vacancies of 
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faculty positions and judicious application of CBCS format in designing 

LIS curricula. He also raised the issues related to the down-side of CBCS 

format in LIS curricula. The next speaker Prof. Sanjay Singh took the lead 

from Prof. Hussain and pointed out that in view of the constraints like 

contents of the syllabi offered by the other departments in a university are 

not quite suitable for LIS students. Apart from this, the lack of 

infrastructure and low standards of education in some LIS schools are 

adding fuel to this burning issue. The third speaker was Prof. Lahkar from 

DLIS, Gauhati University. He pointed out that the present generation of 

students are much more progressive, informative and IT-savvy in compare 

with earlier generation and thereby the present LIS course curricula must 

include topics on emerging areas like e-learning, ontology, semantic search 

and multi-lingual information retrieval. Prof. Juran Krishna Sarkhel raised 

some important issues like uniform hard-core subjects in all LIS schools, 

need of accreditation body for LIS education in India, training of the 

teachers of LIS schools and urgent needs of redesigning Refresher Courses 

in LIS to suite the demands of the present age. The final speaker of the 

session, Prof. Arjun Dasgupta shared his views on the present LIS research 

on the basis of his vast experience as a faculty member and an academic 

administrator.  He said, repeatedly we are producing research works on the 

same areas like information seeking behaviour, bibliometrics and surveys. 

He also opined that the presence of „analytical thinking‟ is missing in 

present LIS research. He emphasized the needs of training on research 

methods and literature review for researchers and also opined that 

supervisors need specialized training on emerging areas of LIS. The 

chairperson then opened the session for discussion. Prof. Amit Kumar 

Bandyopadhyay, Dr. N. C. Ghatak, Dr. V. K. Thomas, Ms. Barnali 

Roychudhury, Prof. B. K. Sen, Smt. Kalpana Dasgupta and Prof. K.P. 

Majumdar took part in the discussion and added valuable comments on the 

theme. A promising academic discussion that started with lots of 

enthusiasm ended prematurely due to shortage of time. The panel 

discussion ended with a vote of thanks by the chairperson.  
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The panel discussion was followed by two parallel technical sessions 

namely technical session V and technical session VI. The technical session 

V, chaired by Prof. Lahkar, included a total of 9 papers covering two sub-

themes - “Open and Distance Learning in LIS” and “Library and 

Information Research”. A total of 7 papers presented in this session 

covering issues related to e-learning in general, MOOCs and SWAYAM as 

online learning platform, learning support tools and services. The team that 

conducted this session successfully included the following members: 

 

Technical session V 

Theme Included 2 sub-themes 

Chaired by: Prof. Narendra Lahkar, prof, DLIS, GU 

Co-Chair Dr. Saptarshi Ghosh, Asstt. Prof, DLIS, NBU 

Session Rapporteur: Sri Jitendra Kumar, Asst. Librarian, NIT, Durgapur 

  

The summary of the contributed papers in this session is as follows: 

 

No. of papers listed : 09 

No. of papers presented 07 

Attendance of contributors 78% 

Single authored paper 3 

Two-authored papers 3 

Multi authored papers 1 

 

On the other hand, the parallel technical session VI, chaired by Prof. 

Udayan Bhattacharya included a total of 6 papers and all 6 papers were 

presented by contributors. The papers of this session were distributed in 

two sub-themes namely “Quality assurance and accreditation in LIS 

schools and courses” and “Comparative LIS education and research”. The 

papers that dealt with the sub-theme Quality assurance and accreditation in 

LIS schools and courses emphasized on soft skills requirements, human 

touch in library services and needs to go beyond the routine workflow of a 

library. The papers related to the sub-theme Comparative LIS education 

and research raised issues related to role of library association in LIS 
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education, LIS education in Bangladesh, LIS education in universities of 

West Bengal and analysis of the socio-economic background of students of 

LIS schools in West Bengal. The team that performed the proceedings of 

this session included following contributors: 

 

Technical session VI 

Theme Included 2 sub-themes 

Chaired by: Prof. Udayan Bhattacharya, DLIS, JU 

Co-Chair Ms. Snigdha Naskar, Asstt. Prof. DLIS, RBU 

Session Rapporteur: Mr. Keshab Chandra Sinha, Asst. Librarian (Stage - III) 

Central Library, VBU 

 The summary of the contributed papers in this session is as follows: 

No. of papers listed : 06 

No. of papers presented 06 

Attendance  100% 

Single authored paper 3 

Two-authored papers 1 

Multi authored papers 2 

 

The annual general meeting of IASLIC took place after the technical 

sessions and this event was followed by a cultural event.  

 

The final technical session i.e Technical session VII started at 10 Am as 

scheduled on 29
th
 November. All the 5 listed papers in this technical 

session were related to the sub-theme “Future Strategies. It was chaired by 

Dr. P.R. Goswami, Former Director, ICSSR, IGNCA and CSL and assisted 

by Dr. Susmita Chakraborty, DLIS, CU as co-chair.  A total of 3 papers 

were presented by the contributors. The papers of this session covered 

topics like socio-technical challenges related to LIS education of the 

coming decade, use of wikipedia/wikitutor as learning tool for new age 

LIS education, enhancing text based information retrieval with geodetic 

search and use of web 2.0 tools in imparting LIS education. The details of 

members that conducted the session and a summary of the contributions is 

as follows: 
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Technical session VII 

 

Theme Future strategies  

Chaired by: Dr. P. R. Goswami, Former Director, ICSSR, IGNCA 

and CSL 

Co-Chair Dr. Susmita Chakraborty, Associate Prof., DLIS, CU 

Session Rapporteur: Dr. Azizur Rahman, Additional Librarian, Jatiya Kabi 

Kazi Nazrul Islam University, Bangladesh 

No. of papers listed : 05 

No. of papers presented 05 

Attendance  100% 

Single authored paper 1 

Two-authored papers 4 

Multi authored papers Nil 

  

The technical session (seven in number) formed the core part of the 28
th
 

national seminar of IASLIC and total of 46 papers presented against the 

selected 50 (excluding 19 poster paper) papers selected for the ten different 

sub themes related to the main theme LIS Education in India: Current 

Scenario and Future Strategies. In other words, almost 92% papers 

discussed in the core five technical sessions.  

After the technical session VII, valedictory session was taking place under 

the chair Prof. Debabrata Dasgupta, Formerly Vice Chancellor, Bidhan 

Chandra Krishi Viswa Vidyalaya (BCKV). Kalyani Nadia and Formerly 

Professor, Visva-Bharati while Prof. Durga Sankar Rath, Professor, DLIS, 

Vidyasagar University and Dr. S. B. Banerjee, Deputy Manager 

(Information), Hindusthan Paper Corporation Ltd., Kolkata were the Chief 

Guest and Guest of Honor, respectively. At the very beginning, financial 

assistance was given to five needy VB students as recommended by the 

Proctor, VB followed by the Report of the Rapporteur General. President 

and Secretary IASLIC felicitate the Organizing and three Joint Organizing 

Secretaries with mementos. After delivering speech by the Guests in the 

dias, the recommendation of the three-day National Seminar was placed by 

the Rapporteur followed by the concluding remarks of the Prof. Amitabha 
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Chatterjee, Seminar Director. The programme was ended with formal vote 

thanks by Dr. Koushik Ghosh followed by Asharam Sangeet and a group 

Photo.  

The Inaugural, Technical and Valedictory sessions of the event have been 

anchored by Dr. Nimai Chand Saha, Deputy Librarian and one of the Joint 

Organizing Secretary of the Seminar while the cultural programme has 

been anchored by Reema Gupta, student of Department of Integrated 

Science Education and Research, VB.  

   

The recommendations as summarized on the basis of discussions that took 

place during the technical sessions, panel discussion, question-answer 

sessions and valedictory session are as follows: 

 

Recommendations of the 28
th
 national seminar of IASLIC held at Visva-

Bharati University during 27
th
 to 29

th
 November, 2018 

 The UGC be requested to ensure adherence to the provisions 
contained in its Notification No F.5-1/13(CPP-II), dated 21 August 

2014, and Gazette Notification, dated 5 July 2014 by the institutions 

conducting LIS courses and not to allow any university to conduct 
any course not specified by it, such as honours course or advanced 

bachelor‟s degree course in LIS, 5-year integrated MLIS course, or to 

introduce LIS as an optional subject in general stream bachelor‟s 
degree course.  

 For ensuring minimum standard of LIS education, the Government of 

India be requested to urgently set up a suitable mechanism for 
evaluation and accreditation of LIS departments and/or courses in the 

line of Indian Medical Council. 

 The UGC be requested to set up without any further delay a new 
curriculum development committee for framing model syllabi of LIS 

courses of different levels so that the institutions conducting LIS 

courses can modify their curricula accordingly to meet the manpower 
needs of the new generation libraries and information centres. 

 The UGC be requested to ensure availability of minimum 

infrastructure in every LIS department and should have mechanisms 
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to withdraw permission in running LIS courses if minimum 

eligibility criteria is not satisfied.   

 The LIS schools in the country be requested to revise their curricula 
keeping in view the needs of the employers in mind and also ensure 

that there is no over production of trained LIS manpower. 

 The UGC be requested to ensure that the universities conducting LIS 

courses in distance mode run only MLIS course to give opportunity 

to in-service professionals only to enhance their qualification and the 

lower level courses, which are the foundation courses, are conducted 

by accredited schools only in direct mode. 

 The UGC be requested to ensure that distance education courses are 

run in virtual classroom environment, with ample opportunity for 

teacher-pupil interaction, for the sake of quality. 

 The UGC be requested to conduct a survey, through an appropriate 

agency, of the LIS education being imparted in the country and also 

the need for LIS professionals of different categories, as suggested 
by UGC Review Committee (1961), so that a realistic policy and 

programme for LIS manpower development can be formulated for 

the country. 

 LIS faculty members must initiate the use of e-learning tools and 

technologies to ensure blended learning in place of or in addition to 

the existing brick and mortar courses.    

 LIS schools should come with a single framework to adopt courses 

from e-PG pathshala and SWAYAM (according to the method as 

notified by UGC recently in relation to Credit transfer for SWAYAM 
courses).  

 Librarians with minimum eligibility (as specified by UGC from time 

to time) must be allowed to take part in teaching in LIS schools. 

 UGC be requested to include internship as compulsory requirement 

for completion of M.Lib.I.Sc degree. 

 

Dr. Partha Sarathi Mukhopadhyay 

Professor and Head, DLIS, Kalyani University, Kalyani, Nadia and  

Rapporteur General, IASLIC 28
th

 National Seminar - 2018 


